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The fact that Maria Theresa was forced to be allied
with Madame de Pompadour and the Russian Tsarinas
is one of the great ironies of the Seven Years War. Her
association with them is quite as strange as the fact that
in this war, Frederick, who hated women as few other
men in history have hated them, was confronted by four
of the most gifted and the most formidable women of
his age. He once comforted himself by saying that
this alliance between Elisabeth, the Pampadour, and
Maria Theresa—and later Catherine—could not, perhaps,
be avoided, for " Dame Fortune has turned her back
on me, but I must be prepared for this for, after all,
she too is a woman, and I am not a gallant."
As far as her attitude towards the War was con-
cerned, Maria Theresa had, in fact, made a clean sweep
of her old prejudices. Just as she was determined to
keep on good terms with these women who were her
allies, she was resolved not to be hampered by any of
her old illusions at home.
It became obvious, soon after the outbreak of
hostilities, that she no longer made any pretensions to
herself about Francis's military talents. She did not
care what people in Austria and abroad would say if he
stayed at home; his reputation was less important to
her than the success of her armies, She flatly refused
to allow Francis to go to the front. During the entire
War he was ordered to remain in Vienna, attending to
the "finfrpfflflJ administration of the country. To com-
fort her husband, Maria Theresa told him that she could
not get along without him, but, naturally, Francis
became an object of ridicule in Austria and abroad*
" The Empress's attachment for him would not permit
of a separation from her husband, or allow him to appear
in the field," a contemporary commented, Fraacis did
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